








 
MINUTES OF ADJOURNED REGULAR QUARTERLY MEETING 

TRUSTEES OF SCHOOLS, THORNTON TWP36, RGE14 
JANUARY 26, 2021 

 
The Adjourned Regular Quarterly Meeting of the Trustees of Schools of Thornton 

Township 36 North, Range 14 East, convened at 4:38 p.m. on Tuesday, January 26, 2021. In 
attendance were Trustees Dwayne Thrash and Martin Lareau. Also, in attendance were Eugene 
Varnado, Clerk, Andre' Varnado, Chief Financial Officer, Stanley Kusper, Attorney, Diana Pruski 
and Stephanie Blanco, Auditors.  Trustee Riley Rogers was absent.  

The first agenda item was the approval of the minutes of the previous meetings:  

A motion to approve the minutes of the Adjourned Regular Quarterly Meeting of October 
20, 2020 was made by Mr. Thrash with a second by Mr. Lareau. On roll call the members voted 
as follows: 

 Aye: Mr. Lareau and Mr. Thrash 

 Nay: None  Carried 

A motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Quarterly Meeting of January 4, 2021 was 
made by Mr. Thrash with a second by Mr. Lareau. On roll call the members voted as follows: 

 Aye: Mr. Lareau and Mr. Thrash 

 Nay: None  Carried 

The Clerk asked if anyone in the audience would like to address the Board.  Paul Woehlke 
from SD151 discussed concerns about the Treasurer’s Office being removed from the district’s 
tax rolls, although he is not opposed to saving money.  Mr. Woehlke was also concerned about 
the burden of the taxes shifting from commercial property owners to residential property owners 
and that he was not familiar with school districts owning property.  Trustee Lareau explained that 
school districts do own property.  In reference to the purchase of the Treasurer’s office building, 
Paul Woehlke discussed his concerns that since the building is in SD151’s district, the purchase 
would shift burden from commercial to residential taxpayers.  Attorney, Mr. Kusper, indicated that 
a lease could be written such that any affected district would recoup the loss of taxes, therefore, 
no harm done.   

Next, the Treasurer’s expenditures for the period of October 1, 2020 through December 
31, 2020 were presented for approval by the Board: 

 

 GENERAL OFFICE: 

 Salaries: 
  Eugene C. Varnado     $ 48,865.25 
  Chief Financial Officer      24,521.56 
  General Office       73,341.94 



  PT/OT Salary-Genl Office     17,799.98 
 Employee Benefits: 
  IMRF        20,195.24 
  FICA          7,171.05 
  Medicare         2,339.48 
  Annuity              - 
  Health & Life Insurance         149.94 
 Purchased Services: 
  Office Expense      13,557.18    
  Education        
  Audit        40,000.00 
  Legal          3,133.82 
  Trustees        
  General Maintenance         
  Equipment Maintenance          469.70 
  Rent        33,333.32 
  Travel              
  Telephone            
  Surety Bond        

Trustees Liability              - 
Property Insurance       
Workman’s Compensation          537.75 
Unemployment Compensation           14.78 
General Liability Insurance                       94.00 
Programming         6,091.00 

 Supplies & Equipment: 
  Office Supplies        5,577.91 
  Computer Supplies              - 

Utilities          2,069.36 
Equipment           (250.00) 

 Other: 
  Contingency             
  Dues & Fees         1,000.00 
  Interest               - 
  Non-Treasurer Expenses    ________________ 
   THORNTON TOTAL EXPENDITURES $        289,318.45 
 
CALUMET TOWNSHIP SERVICES: 
  Eugene Varnado     $    6,663.44 
  Chief Financial Officer        3,343.83 
  Salaries       10,001.18 
  IMRF          2,575.09 
  FICA             827.40 
  Medicare            283.80 
  Health & Life Insurance            19.74 
         ________________ 
   CALUMET EXPENDITURES   $   23,714.48 
 



   TOTAL EXPENDITURES   $         313,032.93 
A motion to approve the expenditures of the Treasurer’s Office for the period of October 

1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 was made by Mr. Thrash with a second by Mr. Lareau.  On 
roll call the members voted as follows:  

 Aye: Mr. Lareau and Mr. Thrash 

 Nay: None  Carried 

The Trustees were presented all informative correspondence received since the last 
Board meeting for their review and/or disposition.  Mr. Varnado discussed a phishing incident at 
ECHO.  Trustee Lareau requested that an IT person to look at firewalls at the Treasurer’s office. 

 
Next, the Combined Statement of Revenue & Expense and Statement of Position for the 

Schools of Thornton Township and E.C.H.O. were submitted to the Trustees for their examination.  
In addition, the books, accounts and vouchers of the Treasurer’s Office were available for their 
review. 

 
The next item of business was to approve the resolution of certain banks as depositories: 
 
 Bank of America 
 First Midwest Bank 
 Bank of New York Mellon 
 BMO Harris Bank 
 IIIT – IL Institutional Investors Trust – US Bank 
 PMA Public Funds (ISDLAF) Harris Bank 
 Fifth Third Bank 
 The IL Funds – US Bank 
 First American Bank 
 
After checking the statements, the resolution, which is attached hereto and made a part 

hereof, was presented for approval.  A motion to approve the resolution listing the approved 
depositories for the School Treasurer was made by Mr. Thrash with a second by Mr. Lareau.  On 
roll call the members voted as follows:  

 Aye: Mr. Lareau and Mr. Thrash 

 Nay: None  Carried 

Mr. Varnado presented his Investment Report and reviewed his current investments with 
the Board.  He also indicated that the Treasurer’s office would be investing into a new system and 
is in the process of balancing.  Mr. Lareau would like the Treasurer’s office to secure, in writing, 
the intent of owners to consider the 3-year current lease term of $300,000 as the purchase price.  
He also discussed the possibility of pursuing a deal directly with the owners.  Mr. Varnado 
indicated that he believes that Tad Lagastee is contracted with the current owners to sell. 

Stephanie Blanco and Diana Pruski, auditors with Kasparek’s office, indicated that SD148, 
SD153 and SD205 are still missing and needed for Kasparek’s office to finalize Thornton’s audit. 



Mr. Lareau indicated that he would like a Closed Session meeting link for the Trustee’s 
next meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 5:47 p.m. was made by Mr. Thrash with a second by Mr. Lareau.  On roll call the 
members voted as follows:  

 Aye: Mr. Lareau and Mr. Thrash 

 Nay: None  Carried 

 
 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
           Clerk       President 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR QUARTERLY MEETING 

TRUSTEES OF SCHOOLS, THORNTON TWP36, RGE14 

APRIL 5, 2021 

 

The Regular Quarterly Meeting of the Trustees of Schools of Thornton Township 36 
North, Range 14 East convened at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, April 5, 2021. The meeting 
was rescheduled for Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________   _____________________________ 

  Clerk               President 

 

 

 

 

 

 




























































